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Reading

@ I[n the word unusual, the beginning un- @ The word clothes belongs in which
means sentence?
O A. with. O A. My old no longer fit me.
O B. over. O B. Please the door on your
O C. not. way out.
O D. down. O C. The lights will come on at the

of the show.
O D. She had to the store

because of the storm.



Read this story about two frogs from Japan who meet up one day. Then
answer the questions that follow.

The Frog from Osaka and the Frog from Kyoto
a folktale from Japan

A frog who lived in Osaka once decided to travel to Kyoto.
He had heard that Kyoto was a marvelous city,
and he was eager to see it.

Meanwhile, a frog from Kyoto decided to travel to Osaka.
He had heard that Osaka was a fantastic city.
He was eager to visit there.

It took these tiny frogs a long time to climb the mountain road.
For days each kept up their struggle,
higher and higher on the mountain road they climbed.

It happened that the two frogs met right at the top of the mountain.
How amazed they were to see each other!

“I am going to Kyoto!” said the
frog from Osaka.
“I’ve heard it is marvelous!”

“I am going to Osaka!”
responded the Kyoto frog.
“I’ve heard the same thing
about Osaka!”

“It’s too bad we aren’t taller,”
said the Osaka frog.

“If we were just a bit taller
we could look ahead at our
destinations.

This has been such a hard
journey.

I hope it is worth it.”
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“But I have an idea!” said the Kyoto frog.
“Why don’t we hold onto each other and stand up on our hind legs?
Then we could each see the city that lies ahead.”

“What a great idea!”

The two frogs grasped each other around the shoulders.
Each stood wobbling as tall as possible on its hind legs
facing toward the city it hoped to visit.

“What!” exclaimed the Kyoto frog.
“Osaka looks just like Kyoto!”

“Imagine!” said the Osaka frog.
“Kyoto looks exactly like Osaka!”

“It’s a good thing we checked this out.
We might as well save ourselves the long trip and go back home.”

So the two bid each other farewell and each started hop . . . hop . ..
hopping back down the mountain.

They had forgotten just one thing.

The frogs’ eyes were at the back of their heads.

Thus the Kyoto frog was really staring back at the city he had just left.
And the Osaka frog was staring at his hometown.

Still each frog lived out his days happily,
content in the knowledge that the other city was just like his own!



@ In the beginning of the story, each frog © Which word has the same vowel sound

wants to as frog?

O A. stay in his hometown. O A. hot

O B. visit the other frog. O B. fold

O C. travel to another city. O C. bring

O D. climb a tall mountain. O D. grain
@ Where does this story mostly take @ Which word has a suffix (ending) that

place? means more?

O A. in the Japanese city of Osaka O A.amazed

O B. on a mountain in Japan O B. exactly

O C. in the Japanese city of Kyoto O C. higher

O D. in a forest in Japan O D. hopping



@ 2. What problems do the frogs have in the story?

b. How do the frogs try to solve their problems? Use details from the story.




Read this passage about money. Then answer the questions that follow.

Round and Round the Money Goes
by Melvin and Gilda Berger

Long ago there was no money. People “We all like shells.

grew or made everything they needed. “And shells have value.
Then things started to change. People did “They are hard to find.”

only one kind of work. People began to collect shells. They paid
Farmers farmed. for the things they wanted with shells.
Hunters hunted. Anything people can trade for goods is
Weavers made cloth. called money. Shells were one of the first
Woodcutters chopped wood. forms of money.
Now people needed other things. So they

traded )

—potatoes for cloth e @D
—fish for meat @ w L

—or firewood for animal skins.

Now the farmer could buy the coat with
his shell money. He could give the weaver
three shells for the coat. And the weaver
could buy the cow with his shell money. He
could give the farmer ten shells for the cow.

The ancient Chinese used shells for
money. But other people used other things.

Native Americans used beads made into
wampum belts.

But trading wasn’t always easy. Suppose
a farmer wanted a new coat. And a weaver

" T~ clam shell
beads

wanted a cow. “A cow for a coat?” said the
farmer. “That’s not a good trade. A cow is
worth more than a coat.”

Then some people had an idea. They said, Africans used lumps of salt.
“Let’s trade with shells! Mexicans used beans.




On the island of Yap, people used huge
stone rings.

hole for
carrying
on pole

On the Santa Cruz islands, they used red
feathers.

Many also began to use metal as money.
The metal had many shapes and forms. Metal
money was shaped like

—an axe

—a hoe

—or even a knife.

Metal money was good for a few reasons.
It did not wear out. It could be made in any
size. The bigger it was, the more it was worth.

Everyone wanted gold and silver. Those
metals were most rare. So they had the most
value.



@ Based on the passage, a weaver is a @ Which word has the same vowel sound

person who as coat?
O A. makes cloth. O A.cow
O B. raises cows. O B. loft
O C. trades fish. O C. phone
O D. grows potatoes. O D. tune
@ Based on the passage, which of these @ What is the main idea of this passage?
was not used as money? O A. People earn money for the work
O A.salt they do.
O B. belts O B. Money is light and easy to carry.
O C. beans O C. People once used stones and
O D. firewood feathers as money.

O D. Money has changed over time.



@ Explain how and why people started using money. Use details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

3.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefixes/suffixes and base words, such as “un-covered”;
or context clues; or other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries; or prior knowledge)

@ In the word unusual, the beginning un-
means

O A. with.
O B. over.
O C. not.

O D. down.

3.3.1 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word

meanings or relationships by identifying synonyms, antonyms, or homonyms/homophones; or
categorizing words

@ The word clothes belongs in which

sentence?
O A. My old no longer fit me.
O B. Please the door on your
way out.
O C. The lights will come on at the
of the show.
O D. She had to the store

because of the storm.



NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

The Frog from Osaka and the Frog from Kyoto
Literary Text

34.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by identifying or describing
character(s), setting, problem/solution, major events, or plot, as appropriate to text

€ In the beginning of the story, each frog
wants to
O A. stay in his hometown.
O B. visit the other frog.
O C. travel to another city.
O D. climb a tall mountain.

34.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by identifying or describing
character(s), setting, problem/solution, major events, or plot, as appropriate to text

@ Where does this story mostly take
place?
O A.in the Japanese city of Osaka
O B. on a mountain in Japan
O C. in the Japanese city of Kyoto
O D. in a forest in Japan



NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

The Frog from Osaka and the Frog from Kyoto
Literary Text

3.1.1 Applies word identification/ decoding strategies by identifying multi-syllabic words, by using
knowledge of sounds, syllable types, or word patterns (including prefixes, suffixes, or variant spellings
for consonants or vowels, e.g., bought)

© Which word has the same vowel sound
as frog?
O A. hot
O B. fold
O C. bring
O D. grain

3.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefixes/suffixes and base words, such as “un-covered”;
or context clues; or other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries; or prior knowledge)

@ Which word has a suffix (ending) that
means more?
O A. amazed
O B. exactly
O C. higher
O D. hopping



NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

The Frog from Osaka and the Frog from Kyoto
Literary Text

3.5.3

Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by making
basic inferences about problem, conflict, or solution (e.g., cause-effect relationships)

@ 2. What problems do the frogs have in the story?

b. How do the frogs try to solve their problems? Use details from the story.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description
Response identifies the problems the frogs have in the story and provides a thorough
4 explanation of how the frogs try to solve their problems. Response includes relevant details
from the story.
Response identifies the problems the frogs have in the story and provides an explanation of
3 , . .
how the frogs try to solve their problems. Response includes some details from the story.
Response identifies the problems the frogs have in the story and provides a partial
2 explanation of how the frogs try to solve their problems. Response includes limited details
from the story.
1 Response is vague or minimal.
0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank | No response

Training Notes:

The response will likely identify the problems as related to the fact that the frogs cannot see their
destinations because their eyes are in the back of their heads.

The response will probably identify the frogs’ solution as the fact that they stand up by supporting
each other.

Details from the story should support these ideas.

A one-to-one problem/solution correlation is not necessary to earn score points.




NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score PoinT 4

@ 2. What problems do the frogs have in the story?

E_w—‘_)n (fo 15 el Jo Vuﬁ Anaﬂu_f c;l'fz,
The Ecjiq m [on9 jouiney To eifhe, Osaka

of '230110- Tkua et on thetop of a
Mounfan anal wm_lf h) Hee H\(_ 0”1@( V_:UA%
_ll_o_ﬂukg_bum J{ Lcir' Wﬁ_l)f !“3 wor _“‘ hm
jx:)_mr_«_\'_i,t;-h Bﬁjr"négﬁco_rﬁ’f__f)u _l')eca. us¢ )Lt,a boe shad.

b. How do the frogs try to solve their problems? Use details from the story.

OQ__{ of 'H\f_ ((Ot}i Las arn 14}!4. H( 5(37‘5
that iF they stand op their hind Itgsmdr

hold on}arﬁach other, Hmuf” be oble
0 L;i-' Aeshnahion. 1ch {fcgﬂ"nta( it
ana‘ '5Loxft_f£al Hmﬂ H1L0H1€( u'h} 'oa‘mf

jush Iike theie own. The {rogs forast ’rk}g&m peis

wife

Eyg_‘) werre 0N ‘“,{_ !DﬁL“- O{ }'l{l-f ._ta‘l‘ Pltasd.

Response identifies the problems the frogs have in the story and provides a thorough explanation of how
the frogs try to solve their problems. Response includes relevant details from the story.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score PoinT 3

@ 2. What problems do the frogs have in the story?

TThe plodere e fgos have 10
~He sbwy st THE pave 10 Clikd
Upa oy Trovniay'y ard Hot 1Ry Ore.
Yo ol so H )%Qqﬂ’fsez where Hhey
afe. hefle(

b. How do the frogs try to solve their problems? Use details from the story.

CTINe Agpp ) 1o sowe The e orodem
rﬁ holdiio0r710 each otrer and
Standhrg on Wete nd lep-tosee
£ the phce Wty afe Yeded is raly
MarNeloos.

Response identifies the problems the frogs have in the story and provides an explanation of how the frogs
try to solve their problems. Response includes some details from the story.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score PoINT 2

@ 2. What problems do the frogs have in the story?

T Th
e fra praplers wos e

b. How do the frogs try to solve their problems? Use details from the story.

Response identifies the problems the frogs have in the story and provides a partial explanation of how the
frogs try to solve their problems. Response includes limited details from the story.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score Point 1
(ExampLE A)

@ 2. What problems do the frogs have in the story?

/w}%o Y T
o

b. How do the frogs try to solve their problems? Use details from the story.

"ﬂwt}/ Sjrand on each other.

Response is vague or minimal.




NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score Point 1
(ExampLE B)

@ 2. What problems do the frogs have in the story?

’Hf\/\/ {10(,« 1 +
i\ - O\r‘\f« \oeﬁf\./\é thee
\ ¢

u\

b. How do the frogs try to solve their problems? Use details from the story.

Response is vague or minimal.




NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score Point 0

@ 2. What problems do the frogs have in the story?

ey heve no plase to live.

b. How do the frogs try to solve their problems? Use details from the story.

%?_y (A o Snd oo home Sor
heror him,

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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GRADE 4 READING

Round and Round the Money Goes
Informational Text

3.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word
meanings or relationships by selecting appropriate words to use in context, including content

specific vocabulary (e.g., predator/prey, or words with multiple meanings)

@ Based on the passage, a weaver is a
person who
O A. makes cloth.
O B. raises cows.
O C. trades fish.
O D. grows potatoes.

3.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by
using information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main/central ideas
or details

@ Based on the passage, which of these
was not used as money?
O A.salt
O B. belts
O C. beans
O D. firewood

11



NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Round and Round the Money Goes
Informational Text

3.1.1 Applies word identification/ decoding strategies by identifying multi-syllabic words, by using
knowledge of sounds, syllable types, or word patterns (including prefixes, suffixes, or variant spellings
for consonants or vowels, e.g., bought)

@ Which word has the same vowel sound
as coat?
O A.cow
O B. loft
O C. phone
O D. tune

3.8.2 Analyze and interpret informational texts, citing evidence where appropriate by recognizing
generalizations about text (e.g., identifying appropriate titles, assertions, or controlling ideas)

@ What is the main idea of this passage?

O A. People earn money for the work
they do.

O B. Money is light and easy to carry.

O C. People once used stones and
feathers as money.

O D. Money has changed over time.

12



NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Round and Round the Money Goes
Informational Text

3.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by
using information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main/central ideas
or details

@ Explain how and why people started using money. Use details from the passage.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

Response provides a thorough explanation of how people started using money. Response

4 includes relevant details from the passage.

3 Response provides an explanation of how people started using money. Response includes
some relevant details from the passage.

2 Response provides a partial explanation of how people started using money. Response

includes limited details from the passage.

1 Response is vague/minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank [ No response

Training Notes:

A thorough response will explain that people recognized the difficulties with trading and therefore
started using money. Details to support this idea will include, but not be limited to:

e trading was not easy (some things were worth more than others), and
* somebody had the idea to trade using shells.

Accept responses that explain why people started using metal money specifically instead of salt,
beans, and other forms of currency.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score PoInT 4

@ Explain how and why people started using money. Use details from the passage.
Peof’k started w:‘,v Mo ne), becawic.  Some Yinres People ha {p
frade £o¢ bad deals. Tp Hoe tewt it explainsthat (€

Cormer wanle b o Coat and a weaver wanted o Cow,
H‘e. farmff' wo u“n’4 gd Hi} fo' slmn.cw]A Hne
weaV e WDLA\A 35* morc.ﬂmn, he Shou lc\-'n\e)/
\xaan fo e Mbﬂe)r‘}hﬂi' WL Wouan "YL no_fm“”)/
we ’(Nlay) l;lte Sh&lls.ﬂ\’; /V_aﬂw_ AMfo'c.qn; Use
bea}w made inlo wampam be HJ.Africm; use |
‘UW\P of 5"'|t'““4 Mexicors e s beans. Othec
{)Qo@\e used huge stone rings and red feathe,
An& o thes wse 3 melal ad maney.—fhey ueeld
meio\\ >'rmf7£$ ’:'Lu_ dxe-i,hoﬁ} cml kn}'vﬁf-glx/ef Gnd
9DM wece The wa oI an A-mqub)e, moﬂe);-
P&o?\e use 4 Moy y €or an €osi e Way ot lide,

And we st wse (Mane,, ‘l‘oda\/.

Response provides a thorough explanation of how people started using money. Response includes relevant
details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score PoinT 3

@ Explain how and why people started using money. Use details from the passage.
The Peap‘e slepted  caeing oy  becasse L one
gusan wored o brade o con oo g coat
a  cow would be 4 lo  more so d6 be
al?  fhey  sholed  seny  momy o if codld
be fuic to everygne. Ao b woald make
P"Cid’e Use s wr‘:]y.ﬂ'e onple vded rratal
for  meney, The rich pecle. hed sler aq
96ld. Thats  hey, L dhok the Ceople  ohacted

Ub"cl‘fkf) mOney .

Response provides an explanation of how people started using money. Response includes some relevant
details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score PoINT 2
(ExampLE A)

@ Explain how and why people started using money. Use details from the passage.

PE’OQ)t ﬁjf‘ll’fed Wsing ‘Mout"f T kww Yhs beaux o
tho [AS5age H\f (oW W WOVH Moy Than Hﬁ’ coat,
The Wah  CaAvne WIH‘ US i llcferem'l' avtaupls of
shells s qu Jlf&rqd Yhings, )h'd J,« wlnr ff’ﬁr'e

ofortel Usihg  1OKeY.

Response provides a partial explanation of how people started using money. Response includes limited
details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score PoINT 2
(ExampLE B)

@ Explain how and why people started using money. Use details from the passage.

Tiogl

Response provides a partial explanation of how people started using money. Response includes limited
details from the passage.

17




NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

Score Point 1

@ Explain how and why people started using money. Use details from the passage.

P&’f%’ :S’#o/ff‘c{ a&e,'/:j /wa/ becouwSe Some

Staff was orfh moe +4p10 | ne Otbe.

Response is vague or minimal.

Score Point 0

@ Explain how and why people started using money. Use details from the passage.

Recause we neddd fo huve ‘)’hl'nﬂ_ _to
hf’/\p y(}t;\lﬁ b()d»; \We will not nave no mohe./y.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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